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1 . THE PETROLEUM WORKERS PEDERATION (PEDEPETROL) WILL HOLD ITS 
TRIENNIAL CONGRESS THE FIRST WEEK IN PEBRUARY. THE PRINCIPAL 
BUSINESS OP THIS CONGRESS WILL BE TO ELECT A NEW EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
AND TO DECIDE ON PROCEDURES AND GOALS POR CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH WILL BEGIN IN APRIL (THE PETROLEUM WORKERS' CONTRACT EXPIRES 
AT THE END OP JUNE). BOTH OP THESE MATTERS ARE OP SINGULAR 
POLITICAL AS WELL AS ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE SINCE THE NEWLY ELECTED 
LEADERSHIP WILL BE NEGOTIATING THE PIRST CONTRACT WITH THE NEWLY- 
NATIONALIZED PETROLEUM COMPANIES. 

2. FEDEPETROL HAS BEEN ONE OF THE FEW TRADE UNION PEDERATIONS 
CONTROLLED BY OPPOSITION POLITICAL PARTIES. FEDEPETROL PRESIDENT 
CARLOS PINERUA IS A MEMBER OP MEP, ELECTED BY A MEP-COPEI 
COALITION. PINERUA IS RUNNING POR REELECTION AND IS BASING AT 
LEAST A PART OP HIS CAMPAIGN ON WORKER PEARS THAT THEIR INTERESTS 
WILL SUPPER NOW THAT THEY WORK FOR THE GOV RATHER THAN THE 
MILTINATIONALS. AD IS TRYING DESPERATELY TO GAIN AN ABSOLUTE 
MAJORITY AT THE FEDEPETROL CONGRESS BY CONVINCING THE WORKERS THAT 
AD CAN RUN THE GOV, THE NATIONALIZED PETROLEUM INDUSTRY, AND THE 
UNION WITHOUT A CONPLICT OP INTEREST. 
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3. LOCAL ELECTIONS TO CHOOSE DELEGATES TO THE CONGRESS ARE IN 
PROGRESS WITH AD SO FAR WINNING SLIGHTLY LESS THAN THE PIETY PERCENT 
PLUS ONE NEEDED TO CONTROL EEDEPETROL. AD LEADERS EXPRESS 
CONEIDENCE THAT THEY WILL IMPROVE THEIR STRENGTH IN THE LOCAL 
ELECTIONS YET TO BE HELD AND HINT THAT IF NECESSARY SOME OE 
PINERUA'S MEP SUPPORTERS MIGHT BE "CONVINCED" TO SUPPORT AD. IN 

THE PAST, LEADERS OF MAS HAVE ALSO EXPRESSED PRIVATELY A 
WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT AD IN RETURN EOR A PLACE ON THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL. THE MEP-COPEI COALITION IS EQUALLY CONEIDENT, 

POINTING OUT THAT PINERUA DEEEATED THE LEGENDARY AD FOUNDER AND 
FIRST PRESIDENT OE EEDEPETROL, LUIS TOVAR, IN THE LAST EEDEPETROL 
CONGRESS SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 

4. COMMENT: MANY OE THE TACTICS USED BY THE OPPOSITION IN 
PROVOKING THE POST-NATIONALIZATION IRON MINER WILDCAT STRIKES 
LAST YEAR (CARACAS 5467) ARE BEING REPEATED AMONG THE PETROLEUM 
WORKERS. WHILE THE SITUATION IS NOT YET CRITICAL, THE COMBINATION 
OE THE EEDEPETROL CONGRESS, CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, AND NATIONAL- 
IZATION HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO PROVOKE A STRIKE IN THE PETROLEUM 
INDUSTRY, WHICH GENERATES OVER 90 PERCENT OF VENEZUELA'S EOREIGN 
EXCHANGE EARNINGS. 
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